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and many other artists and men of letters were frequent
visitors.1 When Meredith left the neighbourhood his friends
lost sight of him. On his return to Esher he found the
Duff Gordons settled between Esher and Oxshott, and he
himself went, soon after, to Copsham Cottage close by.
Janet Duff Gordon and Edith Nicolls were playfellows at
Weybridge, and tell how, as small children, Meredith
enthralled them by wild fairy-tales which he spun for their
edification. In so far as Meredith ever drew his characters
direct from life, Janet Duff Gordon was his model for Rose
Jocelyn in Evan Harrington, whilst her father and mother
are pictured as Sir Frank and Lady Jocelyn.

To Miss Janet Duff Gordon.

SCHUBEKT'S FAREWELL2

The Pines are darkly swaying:

The skies are ashen-grey:

I mock my soul delaying

The word I have to say.

As if above it thundered
That we, who are one heart,
Should now for aye be sundered,
My passion bids me part:

I dare not basely languish,

Nor press your lips to mine;

But with one cry of anguish,

My darling I resign.

Our dreams we two must smother:
The bitter truth is here :

* See The Fourth Generation, by Janet Ross (London, Constable and
Co., 1912); also the same author's Three Generations of Englishwoman
(London. John Murray, 1888).

2 Words written to Schubert's 'Addio' and given to Janet Duff
Gordon.exander and Lady Duff Gordon, and their
